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TechBook

TRUNK WEATHERSTRIP INSTALLATION

This Tech Aricle will explain the installation of the trunk
weatherstripping for 1955-1957 passenger Chevys, I s extremely im-
portant to have a good trunk seal to help keep the tailpan and trunk
area free of dust and excessive moisture which would cause the
rusting away of this part of a Classic, (A misaligned trunk lid can also
cause water and dust leaks.) Since the weatherstripping is made out of
rubber material, it will deteriorale with the passing of ime; and will
become brittle and lose some of its shape. As a result from time Lo
time, the replacement of this weatherstripping 15 required, The 1955
and 1956 trunk lids use a glue-type weatherstripping and the 1957
Chewvy trunk lid uses a clip-type weatherstripping

It is fairly easy to install this weatherstripping incorrectly, thus
causing a bad seal and ditficulty in closing the lid itselt. Over the last
vear | have received a number of calls where Members had in-
advertently installed the weatherstripping backwards and they were
having difficulty closing the trunk lid. Below is a diagram showing the
correct and the incorrect orientation of The weatherstripping.
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The installation procedure used is very simple, very few tools are re-
quired, very few supplies are required, and it takes a relatively short
time. | would not recommend removing the hid on the '57s because
the installation of the weatherstripping can be accomplished quite
easily with the trunk lid in place. The only exception to this would be
if the lid had a trunk weatherstrip installed with glue and you needed
to clean the trunk lid significantly to prepare it for the new installation,
| have seen several very sloppy trunk weatherstrip installations on
1955's and 1956's. This is caused by attempiing to glue the
weatherstrip while the trunk lid is in place. Thus. | recommend that
the trunk lids be removed on 1955°s and 1956's before the installation
of the trunk weatherstripping. The following procedure can be follow-
ed and a very nice, clean looking job will result. A big part of the suc-
cess of this job depends on how clean the trunk lid is before the new
weatherstrip is installed




Glue-type Weatherstrip Installation (1955/1956)

1. | highly suggest that the trunk lid is removed, not only for the clean
1 Of the old adhesive. bat also for the ease of the installation of the
I '.'..'1'.'|I:h|.'r~.1r|F:l;]|:I'||.] Atter Falsing the trunk :|-!1 _,'li.'ll'f' d preective
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2. Scribe the location of the hinge straps on the hid inner panel, This
will be a big help when it comes time to remnstall the trunk Lid
3. Prepare a work area, preferably a table top, 1o place the trunk lid
on, Place a prece of carpel, heavy cloth, or cardboard on the table 1o
protect the trunk lid finish. 4. With the help of one or two friends
remove the tour bolts which secure the hinge to the trunk hid. 5. Place
the trunk hid on the protected table lop so that the underside of the |id
is facine up
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6. Using a putty koate, remove all of the old weatherstrgpping, 7. A
B | 1INy

very good solvent to use throughout this job is 3M's “General Purpose
Adhbesive Cleaner,'” Part #08984, which can be found at an auto paint
'\-.'.,:|||I|'.,' slore. A quart can of this Cleaner 1s available through the Club
as Part #49-5 . Lising the solvent and a putty knite, clean ans
remaimning adhesive, The old adhesive does not come off very easily
thus a small wire brush can be used for the difficult spots. 8. Depend
ing on how yvou clean the area where the weatherstrip will be install
e, will determine how vou prepare the metal tor the installation
Weatherstrip adhesive and the weatherstrip itselt shoulad not be in
stalled on bare metal, thus this area of the trunk Lid needs (o be
primered and painted, 9, Now the lid s ready tor the installation of
the weatherstrip. The weatherstrip will fit two ways in the trunk hd
nolch,. one is the correct orentation anc {he ofther oricentation will men
work, Consult the diagram on this page tor the proper location and
orientation of the weatherstnip. This should leave the longer, sealing
lip pointing toward the body, pointing away from the trunk hd
10. The two ends of the weatherstripg should meet ai 1 bottom'” of
the trunk bd, Orginally this union was located about 12 10 16 inches
to the passenger side of the trunk lock. It you choose a difterent loca
thon tor the ends, | suggest not selecting any area along the “'top of
e in;{ d% This mmay rr“\.|_||| I ol i1'.||-1._ 11. An exce =t JrieEsryve 10 wse 1o
this oy 1s 3 s ""'-|_|[:-|'r Weathersirin Adbesive Part #0800, which
can be found at auto pant supply stores. A 5 OF. tube = available
through the Club as Part #49-08, since this s a tairly tast aey
irg adhesive, you will not want 1o apply the adhesive to the entire
||_"'.._:1_I' ol e '..".l'.l_[:’lr'l'\-“l[I A1 Dne Lime



12, The correct method of using the adhesive is to apply a coat to the
weatherstripping and a coal to the trunk lid, then to press the
weatherstrip into place. | suggest spreading a coat of adhesive 1o the
middle 1/2-inch of the two contacting surfaces. This will keep the job
very clean, because excessive adhesive would ooze out of the sides
and leave a mess which is difficull to clean up. You don't need a con
tinuous “bead” of adhesive, intermittent 2-inch “heads™ will do the
job. 13. Install the weatherstripping about 12 inches at a time, Clean
any mess you make betore the adhesive dries. 14. Continue to install
the weatherstrip until there is approximately six inches of trunk lid
left, (You should have several inches of extra weatherstrippng, )

15. Carefully measure and mark the exact location for the end of the
weatherstrip. Do naot stretch the weatherstrip when determining
where to cut because the weatherstrip will “spring” back, leaving it
too short. If anything, cut the weatherstrip 1/16-inches too long. Use
something very sharp, such as an X-acto knife or a razor blade to cut
the U.-'l.'rltht"r*-!np. Make the cut so that the ends will join without
leaving any gap between them.

16. Gluing the ends together is where this job can become very
messy, and vel there needs to be sufficient adhesive used to form a
permanent umon. Carefully place some adhesive onto both ends of
the weatherstrip, smearing the adhesive around so that both ends are
completely covered. Do not allow the ends to touch each other yet.
17.1n the manner previously described, place adhesive on the trunk
lid and weatherstripping so that the end of the weatherstrip can be
glued in place. 18. Squeeze the two ends of the weatherstrip together
and hold the umion for about one minute. 19. Using some adhesive
cleaner and a rag, clean any excessive adhesive left on the trunk lid
and weatherstripping. Be caretful not to get too much of the cleaner on
the adhesive at the union of the two ends. 20. A thin coating of
silicone lubricant can be sprayed onto the weatherstrip to help keep
the rubber supple and to keep it from sticking to the trunk body when
closed, Protect the paint finish from the spray by using paper and
tape, or a piece of cardboard. 21. Using the four retaining bolts and
some assistance, reinstall the trunk lid, Use the scribe marks to
relocate the lid properly.



Clip-type Weatherstrip Installation {1957)

22. Using a screwdriver, pry oul the clips securing the old
weatherstripping. 23. Prepare the trunk lid tor the new weatherstrip in
the manner described in steps 7 and 8

24. Atter consulting the diagram on page 7 for the correct orientation
of the weatherstrip, start to install the weatherstrip so that the first clip
o be installed is in one of the two holes with the odd spacing, The
normal spacing s about 4 inches, the odd spacing was 2 1/2 inches
25, Press the first clip into position usimg yvour thumb pressing directly
over the nylon clip. The nylon clips have sharp edges and can easily
cut through the weatherstripping it these aren’t pressed directly in
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26. Continue Lo install the weatherstrip around the trunk lid. 27. i
there is one spot where the weatherstrip puckers up due 1o an ex-
cessive gap between clips, a small amount of adhesive can be used to
pull the weatherstrip into place

28. The 1957 trunk weatherstrip has a circular tunnel which runs the
length of the weatherstrip. | glued a 1 Yz-inch long piece of wiper
vacuum hose into the two joining ends of the weatherstrip, This
tubing acts like a backbone in tying the two loose ends of the
weatherstrip together. 29, Cut and glue the two ends of the
weatherstriip together using the procedure described in steps 15, 16,
18, 19, and 20. This installation is so easy, it is oo bad that the
1955/1956 weatherstrip 15 not the clip-type. e



